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WHEN ARCHIVES MEET 
AUTHORITARIANISM 


How a controlling government keeps records of its actions 
usually only becomes clear after the ruling elite collapses 
and the public gains access to its archives. This talk will 
examine the record practices of recent repressive regimes 
to explore how they affect documentation, create political 890 Broadway st., Lowell, MA 
climates that lead to self-censorship and a lack of record 

creation, destroy records and control access. 


11a.m.-12:15 p.m. 


Trudy H. Peterson, Ph.D. is an archival consultant and certified archivist. After 
spending 24 years with the U.S. National Archives, she became the founding 
executive director of the Open Society Archives in Budapest, Hungary, and then 
the director of archives and records management for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Peterson is currently the chair of the International 
Council on Archives’ Human Rights Working Group. She holds a Ph.D. in history 
from the University of lowa. 


This event is sponsored by the Department of Political Science and the College of Fine Arts, 
Humanities & Social Sciences. 


For additional information, email 
or visit 


